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Pymatuning State Park 

• 16,892 acre State Park administered by 

PA Department of Conservation and 

Natural Resources

• 17,088 acre reservoir built in 1934 

holding 64 Billion Gallons of water

• Cooperative management between 

PA DCNR, Ohio DNR, PA Fish and Boat 

Commission, and PA Game 

Commission

• Maximum Depth- 35 ft Avg Dept- 17 ft

• Roughly 3 million visitors per year

• 3 marinas with 516 seasonal slips

• 567 shoreline mooring spaces

• Water flows south into the Shenango 

River / ACOE Shenango Reservoir



Located 22 miles south of Lake Erie.

So how do we fit in to the Great 

Lakes Hydrilla Collaborative?



In 2010 hydrilla was discovered during a routine 

survey at the very southern end of the lake.

Full lake surveys done with the assistance of 

ACOE, Crawford County Conservation District, PA 

Dept of Agriculture, and Ohio DNR show the 

changing extent of infestation as we narrow in 

appropriate herbicide treatments based on 

funding availability. (2015-2018)

Year Acres Herbicide

2016 58 acres $38,000

2017 29 acres $13,000

2018 795 acres $466,000



Education and Outreach- Why?

• It’s in DCNR mission (Conservation, Recreation, Education)

• Attempt to slow the spread of hydrilla via boats between the 
launches at Pymatuning and to other lakes in the surrounding 

area

• Attempt to stop other invasive species such as Starry Stonewort 

currently at Presque Isle from coming to Pymatuning, stretching 

our resources further

• Misconceptions and rumors as to what we are doing running 

around the lake on the airboat / putting red dye in the water.

• Helping park users understand the significance of the issue of 

hydrilla, our available resources, and priorities



Invasive Species Check Stations

• Developed a site specific program for 

PA Pymatuning’ s 11 lake launches (5 

in Ohio not included) and Shenango 

River Launch

• Used Ranger 1’s, Paid and Unpaid 

Interns

• Assisted by Crawford County 

Conservation District in development 

and identification training 

• PA Sea Grant provided informational 

sheets / identification books





2017 Improvements: Mid-Atlantic Panel on 

Aquatic Invasive Species Grant ($9,400)
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# of refusals to participate

429 Refusals

2016-2018

637 Staff Hours (Intern/Ranger 1) 
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Percent of Boats with Aquatic Species Removed

Species Removed- Currently 

Present in Pymatuning

Coontail

Hydrilla

Eurasian Watermilfoil

Elodea

Curly-leaf Pondweed

Water Lily

Eel Grass

Cattail

Brittle Naiad

Mystery Snail

Species Removed- Currently

Not Present in Pymatuning

Zebra Mussels

Fanwort



Where are they from?

Boats registered to 

12 different states

Zip codes (635 distinct mapped)-

8.3% within the Great Lakes Basin

82.5% within Ohio’s River Basin

9.2% Other



Where did boaters last use their boats and 

where are they going next?

Boaters over the 3 year period 

consistently gave Moraine State Park, 

MK Goddard State Park, Lake 

Erie/Presque Isle State Park and 

Shenango Reservoir as their top 

last/next locations beside Pymatuning.

Average number of answers to last 

used = 58 locations

Average number of answers to next=

70 locations

Answers have included several 

locations in Canada, Lake Huron, New 

York, Ohio, Maine, and West Virginia



74%

79%

85%

68%

70%

72%

74%

76%

78%

80%

82%

84%

86%

2016 2017 2018

Awareness Level

75%

84%

65%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

2016 2017 2018

Clean, Drain, Dry

Are you aware of invasive species and 

the issues they can create?

Did you clean drain and dry your boat 

before coming to Pymatuning?



28 (3%) said they had cleaned, drained, and 

dried their boat but vegetation were found on 

them.  2017: 113 (7%) 2016: 88 (5%)

82% of boaters reported the reason for their visit 

was for fishing. Other reasons listed were: 

floating, sailing, recreation, docking/mooring. 

(2017:93%   2016: 89%)

37% of boaters reported using their boat within 

the 5 day recommended dry time 

(2017: 35%   2016: 36%).

2018 Other Results



Check Station Expansion across 
PA State Parks

Region 1(North Central PA):

Bald Eagle (2019)

Region2 (Western PA):

Presque Isle (2019)

Pymatuning (2016, 2017, 2018)

M.K. Goddard (2017)

Moraine (2019)

Region 3 (South Central):

Prince Gallitzin (2017, 2018)

Gifford Pinchot (2019)

Codorus (2019)

Region 4 (Eastern PA):

Beltzville (2019)



Public Program held at Pymatuning State Park's 

Environmental Classroom

9 people attended

Brian Pilarcik presented on aquatic plant identification

Stacie Hall covered current efforts at Pymatuning to 

control invasive species

Program lasted 2 hours with good question and answer 

portion

General Public Outreach 

and Education



Social Media



Stacie Hall | Assistant Manager
DCNR | Pymatuning State Park
2660 Williamsfield Road | Jamestown, PA 16134

Phone: 724-932-3142 x103 | Fax: 724-932-3724
Email: stahall@pa.gov
www.dcnr.state.pa.us | www.visitPAparks.com

Questions?

www.dcnr.state.pa.us 
www.visitPAparks.com

